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THE CENTRAL PORTUGAL LATE BRONZE AGE: 
CONTRIBUTION TO A STUDY ON REGIONAL ETHNOGENESIS * 

J . C . D E S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z * * 

Abstract We discuss the ethnogenesis of the Central Portugal Late Bronze Age populations arguing that they 
correlate well with the later descriptions of the Lusitanians. 
The economic result of the local agricultural produce, pastoralism and wild fruits collecting was not 
enough by itself to support an economic growth of these societies that was capable to allow more than a 
small amount of wealth concentration. Accordingly, we think that social elite's genesis and development 
in the local Late Bronze Age Groups is based on a «wealth finance» system for which the control of 
metal's production and circulation provides the means. 
Also matrimonial exchanges could well be behind a network of elite alliances thus accounting for the 
quick diffusion of metallurgical technologies and models and their local reproduction. 
Peripheral to the expansion of the Mediterranean network of commerce in the LX/VIII centuries BC, the 
interior areas of this system are very vulnerable to any change in the metal commerce networks. This 
will determine their demise during the VI century BC as a result of the temporary collapse of the 
Mediterranean-Atlantic commerce network. The exception is the Atlantic Estremadura where the more 
diversified economy and the cosmopolitanism of its incipient urbes will allow a steady develop­
ment during the Iron Age. 
So both the characterisation of the local Late Bronze Age Groups and their subsequent evolution 
correspond well with the description by the classic authors of the Lusitanians and the «two Lusitanias» 
allowing us to argue that their ethnogenesis goes back at least to the Late Bronze Age. 

Key-words: Lusitanian Ethnogenesis, Central Portugal Late Bronze Age 

R e s u m o O Bronze Final no Centro de Portugal. Um contributo para o estudo da etnogénese regional — Tenta-se 
aqui uma primeira análise da etnogénese das populações que, no Bronze Final das Beiras e Estremadura 
portuguesas, pensamos ancestrais dos Lusitanos dos autores clássicos. 
Defendemos que o nivel de complexidade sociocultural atingido por estas comunidades assenta num 
sistema de «Wealth Finance» uma vez que a produtividade ao nível da subsistência, tendo ainda como 
elemento importante actividades recolectoras, não parece ter ultrapassado limiares de acumulação e 
crescimento baixos e incapazes por si sós de permitirem um crescimento económico sustentado e o 
surgimento de elites. 
Pensamos ainda que um sistema de alianças, provavelmente incluindo trocas matrimoniais, regularia 
a circulação de pessoas e bens com incidência, nomeadamente, na difusão das tecnologias e modelos 
metálicos e sua rápida reprodução a nível local. 
Funcionando periféricamente em relação ao interlaçar, a partir do see. VIII AC, das redes de contacto 
atlântica e mediterrânea, a vulnerabilidade destes sistemas a alterações nos circuitos de troca de metais 
torná-los-á incapazes de resistirem à crise do séc.VI AC, com a excepção da área estremenha onde 
o cosmopolitismo das urbes emergentes e a economia mais diversificada permitirão uma continuidade 
de desenvolvimento durante a Idade do Ferro. 
Quer a caracterização deste mundo do Bronze Final Beirão e Estremenho, quer a sua evolução, corres­
pondem bem á descrição que os autores clássicos fazem das «duas Lusitânias» e dos Lusitanos pelo 
que defendemos ser a respectiva etnogénese um processo remontável ao Bronze Final. 

Palavras-chave: Etnogénese dos Lusitanos, Bronze Final do Centro de Portugal 

1 . T H E R E C E N T P R E H I S T O R Y O F C E N T R A L 

P O R T U G A L : S O M E A R C H A E O L O G I C A L F A C T S 

We raised before ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1995a) the 

quest ion of w h y we don ' t have in the culture groups of 

Beira Alta, from the fourth to second mi l lenn ium B C , 

wi th one poss ible except ion 1 , a historical trajectory 

similar to the ones in the Por tuguese Es t remadura and 

S o u t h w e s t and resu l t ing in c o m p l e x se t t l ement 

systems. 

Despi te the lack of adequate archaeological inves­

t igation this is also the k ind of image we get for the so-

called Por tuguese Beira Baixa dur ing the Neol i thic 

and Calcoli thic. 

1 But, nevertheless, in a much smaller scale. For the problems concerning the Castro de Santiago Fades see: SENNA-MARTINEZ, 1989, 1994b 
and 1995a; VALERA, 1992, 1993, 1994 and 1997. Also for the Early/Middle Bronze Age the same picture is gradually emerging for the 
Middle and High Mondego's Basin, where for just one very small fortified settlement (Fraga da Pena, see VALERA, 1994) 
we know a few others that maintain the kind of lowland unimpressive geographical location of the ones known from the fourth 
and third millennium BC communities. 

* Paper presented at «II Reunión Internacional sobre los Orígenes de la Civilización en la Europa Mediterrânica», organised by 
Universidade Internacional de Andaluzia (Universidade de Jaén), Baeza, 18th to 20th December 1995. 

** Instituto de Arqueologia da Faculdade de Letras de Lisboa, 1699 Lisboa Codex - Portugal. 
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For Beira Alta we argued as the main explanat ion 
the lack of a local stable and reliable food source 
as the basis for staple finance, as in the Southwest , 
together wi th the lack of a rich and diversified agri­
cultural economy that could support the emergence 
of weal th finance as in the Es t remadura ( G I L M A N , 

1987). Actually, a small increase in social complexi ty 
eventual ly took p lace , mainly in the Late Copper 
Age and especial ly during the transit ion to the Bronze 
Age , as i t is revealed by the appearance of beakers 
and the first metal artefacts ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1994b) 
as wel l as the deve lopment of a sys tem for vo lume 
measurement that arose in the Ear ly /Middle Bronze 
A g e ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , G A R C I A & R O S A 1984; 

S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1993c). 

We suspect that the deve lopment of pastoral ism 
with the advent of t ransumance can be one of the 
economic factors beh ind such events together wi th 
possible ne tworks o f r aw mater ia ls exchange ( S E N N A -
M A R T I N E Z , 1994e). Never theless , the cont inued use 
of the collective megal i th ic necropoli during mos t of 
the second mi l lennium surely indicates conservat ive 
societies. 

N o w w e ' l l discuss the reasons we think generated 
the profound changes in this status quo and that 
c o m e into play by the last centuries of the second 
mi l lennium BC and the first quarter of the first 
coinciding wi th the advent of the Late Bronze Age . 

The main transformation suffered by Late Bronze 
Age studies in Portugal during the last decade consists 
of a change in approach from meta l hoards to habitat 
sites, their material culture, economic indicators and 
spatial location. This is part icularly true for the nor­
thern half of the country (The Beiras , Minho and Trás-
os-Montes) . 

In fact, the Late Bronze Age consti tutes the first 
t ime in the Por tuguese Beiras 2 w h e n we have some 
evidence for the development of a hierarchical settle­
ment sys tem with small «central p laces», all of them 
with a dominant location and regularly spaced, and 
subsidiary sites in be tween ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1989a, 
p . 690-691 andf ig . ' s 3.3-3.4, 1994a; S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z 

& C O E L H O , 1994; S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z & N U N E S , 1993; 

S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , R O C H A & R A M O S , 1993; S E N N A -

M A R T I N E Z , et al, 1993a and 1993b; V I L A Ç A , 1995). 

Several radiocarbon dates from recently excavated 
sites in both areas ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1994a; V A Z , in 
press; V I L A Ç A , 1995) al low us to say that at least some 
of the local Late Bronze A g e central set t lements were 
already established in the last two centuries of the 
second mi l lenn ium BC (Table I). They occupied 
strong dominant posi t ions, enabl ing them to visually 
control large parts of the regions and/or important 
crossing points in the mounta ins and r iver systems 

( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1989, p .644-645 , 651 and 1994a; 
V I L A Ç A , 1995). 

In Beira Al ta all the main sites from this phase that 
have been excavated, bes ides tbteir natural defensive 
posi t ions , have dry stone wal ls that complement them 
( K A L B , 1978; S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1989a; S E N N A - M A R ­

T I N E Z & C O E L H O , 1994; S I L V A , C O R R E I A & V A Z , 1984 

and 1985). In Beira Ba ixa the picture is m u c h the 
same but for the lack of walls complement ing de 
d o m i n a n t g e o g r a p h i c a l pos i t i on o f se t t l ements 
( V I L A Ç A , 1995). 

In Beira Al ta the central set t lements have areas 
be tween 1.5 and 0.5 ha, measur ing the smaller ones 
less than 100 m 2 (Table II — S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 

1994a: 216) , whi le the available data for Beira Baixa 
show only one case wi th 0.7 ha, the average lying 
be tween 0.2 and 0.28 ha (Table II — V I L A Ç A , 1995, 
p .251-253) . 

Looking at the data displayed in Table II, it is 
clear that very few sites in Beira Al ta would have had 
more than 500 people , the main bulk of them laying 
probably be tween two and three hundred, whi le for 
Beira Baixa the average would be from 150 to two 
hundred people . 

To unders tand the mean ing of these numbers it is 
useful to r e m e m b e r that the popula t ion of the city of 
Viseu, according to the AD 1527-1532 «numera-
mento» , was 2295 , whi le Seia had a little more 
then 500 people . The popula t ion densi ty for the area 
of the M o n d e g o Bas in would have been of about 
5 inhabi tan t s /Km 2 ( M A R T I N S , 1940). If w e try a calcu­
lation for the same area during Late Bronze A g e 
t imes, based on the data of Table I, we wou ld get a 
number ranging from 1 to 2.5 inhabi tan ts /Km 2 , wh ich 
looks acceptable . 

One consequence of this data is that each of the 
«cent ra l p laces» together wi th the few scat tered 
households surrounding each of them would hardly be 
self-sufficient in terms of social reproduct ion. 

The houses inside these set t lements seem to have 
been s imple huts m a d e of w o o d branches , somet imes 
wi th low wall foundations of dry stone. Fireplaces, 
either inside or outside them, frequently consist of a 
clay surface layered over a foundation of sherds and 
small s tones. L o o m weights on pebbles ( c o m m o n to 
bo th regions) and the probable vert ical loom structure 
found inside one hut at Cabeço do Crasto de S. R o m ã o 
bears wi tness to textile product ion ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 

1994a; V I L A Ç A , 1995). 

Ei ther in Beira Al ta or in Beira Baixa, the regional 
particularit ies aside, pot tery can be divided into two 
different product ion classes: Fine wares (which in 
Beira Al ta represent about 4 0 % of the vessels found) 
usual ly wi th stroke burnish finishing and somet imes 

2 For a description of Beira Alta and Beira Baixa geographical and geological conditions see respectively SENNA-MARTINEZ, 1995a 
and VILAÇA, 1995. 
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decorated wi th engraved lines in Beira Al ta or also 

wi th «ornatos bran idos» mainly in Beira Baixa; and 

coarser wares (which in Beira Al ta represent about 

6 0 % of the vessels found) that we think are main ly for 

s torage and cooking, and are frequently decorated on 

the r im by incision and nail or f inger impress ions and 

somet imes present «cepil lo» t reatment in the neck and 

body of vessels . 

It is important to stress the close identity of pottery 
product ion be tween the sites a lready analysed in each 
of the areas ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1993d; V I L A Ç A , 1995, 
p . 270-309) . 

Some of the pot tery types present as wel l as the 
cont inued use of sickle b lades , g rounds tone adzes, and 
saddle querns seem to indicate the possibi l i ty of a 
continuity be tween this hor izon and the local Early / 

T A B L E I — 1 4 C D a t e s for C e n t r a l P o r t u g a l L a t e B r o n z e A g e 

T A B E L A I — D a t a s d e R a d i o c a r b o n o p a r a o B r o n z e F i n a l do C e n t r o d e P o r t u g a l 
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T A B L E - I I — E s t i m a t e d A r e a s a n d P o p u l a t i o n s for t h e p r i n c i p a l H a b i t a t Si tes 

T A B E L A - I I — Á r e a s e P o p u l a ç õ e s e s t i m a d a s p a r a os p r i n c i p a i s Sít ios de H a b i t a t 

Middle Bronze Age ones , as the strat igraphy of the 
«Sala 20» of Buraco da M o u r a de S. R o m ã o suggests 
for Be i ra Al t a ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , et ai, 1993a; 
S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z & V A L E R A , 1995). 

Once again regionally there is strong evidence of 
renewed human impact on the envi ronment , which the 
radiocarbon-dated pol len sequences from the peat 
bogs of Serra da Estrela al low us to situate as begin­
ning already in the Middle Bronze Age , about 1550 
B C , at middle alti tude zones (be low 1500 m) and with 
a later impact , about 1000 B C , at h igher alti tudes 
( K N A A P & J A N S S E N , 1991; K N A A P & V A N L E E U W E N , 

1994, p . 533) . 

Roughly speaking, this seems to show an inten­
sification process wi th growing importance of cereal 
cu l t iva t ion ( p r o b a b l y m a i n l y rye) toge the r wi th 
t ransumance . Never theless , the data from Cabeço do 
Crasto de S. R o m ã o ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1989a, p . 200-
204, 669; 1994a) a l low us to say that a c o m (Quercus 

sp. cf. robur) gathering still represents , at least in some 

mounta in sites, an important part of the subsistence 
and a probable useful dietary complement in others 
as we find at Senhora da Guia ( S I L V A , 1976). 

Acorn util isation as a food source starts regionally 
in the late fourth mi l lenn ium B C ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 

1994e). Thus , the available evidence for the local 
intensive use of acorns indicates durat ion of at least 
two thousand three hundred years . This continuity is 
consistent wi th the classic tradition that attributes to 
the Lusi tanians its use for bread mak ing (Strabo, 
Geographika, I I I , 3 , 7 in: G A R C Í A Y B E L L I D O , 1978, 
p. 120) and that has been proved possible for the Iron 
A g e galician castros ( V Á Z Q U E Z V Á R E L A , 1974-75; 
O L T V E I R A , Q U E I R O G A & D I N I S , 1991). 

Da ta result ing from the study of animal bones 
coming from the Ear ly /Middle Bronze A g e occupat ion 
of Buraco da Moura de S. R o m a o shows that pastora-
lism 8 was already well developed dur ing this earlier 
phase ( C A R D O S O , S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z & V A L E R A , 1995, 
1998) correlat ing well wi th the information derived 

8 Which Include predominantly Ovis aries but also with Bos taunts present. 
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from pol len analysis and thus a l lowing us to extra­

polate this informat ion to the Late Bronze A g e . 

Equivalent data is n o w available for some of the Beira 

Baixa sites ( V I L A Ç A , 1995, p . 368-369) wi th the 

possible addit ion of barley, according to seed impres­

sions found in pottery. 

All of this m e a n s that the main subsis tence ele­

ments present at the Late Bronze Age sites show a 

marked continuity to the ones we assume regional ly 

(at least in Beira Alta) for the antecedent Ear ly /Middle 

Bronze A g e ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1993b and 1993c). 

The presence of mou lds of bronze , clay and stone, 

together wi th slag fragments documents wel l the 

local product ion of tin bronze metal artefacts at all the 

excavated set t lements of both regions . These attest 

to the local product ion in Beira Al ta of bifacial double 

looped pals taves , unifacial single looped ones , socke­

ted spearheads and awls , whi le for Beira Baixa sites 

only the product ion of awls is attested ( V I L A Ç A , 1995, 

p . 326-327) . To these types we can add, wi th some 

probabil i ty of their be ing locally made , the bronze 

f ibulae and rings from the set t lements of both regions 

as wel l as the bronze socketed sickles and the gold 

torques and bracelet from Senhora da Guia ( G I L , et ah, 

1989; S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1994a; SILVA, 1986, p . 165-

229, 2 3 3 ; SILVA, SILVA & L O P E S , 1984; TEIXEIRA, 

1940; V I L A Ç A , 1995, p . 330) . 

The emergence of individual burials — suggested 

by the findings of Fonte da Malga ( K A L B & H O C K , 

1979) and Paranho ( C O E L H O , 1925) together wi th the 

final abandonment of the megal i th ic n e c r o p o l i 9 — is 

a sure indicat ion that changes are affecting the ideo­

logy as wel l . 

2. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURES 

The e c o n o m i c sys tem that emerges from the 

analysis of the available data for the Late Bronze Age 

Beira Al ta and Beira Baixa Groups points to societies 

where the result of agricultural p roduce , pastoral ism 

and wild fruits collect ing (mainly acorns) is not 

enough by itself to support an economic growth 

capable to al low more than a small amount of weal th 

concentrat ion and, accordingly, little social diffe­

rentiation. 

Since the basic subsis tence staples of the economy 

were already in p lace from earlier t imes 1 0 , the only 

n e w economic factor introduced wi th the beginning of 

the Late Bronze A g e seems to be the valorisat ion 

of local resources in tin and gold in Beira Al ta wi th 

the addit ion of copper and lead in Beira Baixa. Thus , 

i t can be argued that the regional min ing of meta ls was 

the raison d'etre of the trading relations suggested by 

the circulation, adopt ion and local product ion of the 

Atlant ic b ronze models that consti tute the overwhel­

ming majori ty of the meta l artefacts in use. 

Two ma in communica t ion routes probably connec­

ted these inland areas to the littoral lowlands of the 

Por tuguese Es t remadura (or, as we prefer to call it, the 

Atlant ic Es t remadura) and through it to the Atlant ic 

ne twork of contacts: 

— One through the Lower M o n d e g o ' s ria to the 

sites of Santa Olaia and maybe Conimbr iga 

where the somewhat later Phoenic ian presence 

surely relates to the impor tance of those two 

sites as t rading ports for the meta ls coming 

from inland ( R O C H A , 1971; A L A R C Ã O & P O N T E , 

1979; A L A R C Ã O & E T I E N N E , 1979; C O R R E I A , 

1993; P E R E I R A , 1986 and 1993); 

— The other goes through the Tejo basin towards 

the ports of trade of its lower ria, two of them 

being the ancestors of the classical towns of 

Olisipo and Salacia ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1995C). 

Another route went inland and Southeast l inking 

the Por tuguese Beiras to the Spanish Es t remadura 

and Andaluz ia . I t is the one that has the Southwest 

Stelae as marker and leads to Tartessos core area 

( R U I Z - G Á L V E Z & G A L A N D O M I N G O , 1991 ; G A L A N 

D O M I N G O , 1994). 

The small d imensions of the central habitat sites, 

the lack of differentiated house p lans or equipment 

ins ide t hem 1 1 that could attest to special social 

status, the general similarity of the sites, all converge 

to m a k e us bel ieve that they were nodes of fairly 

similar impor tance in a set t lement sys tem where 

none of them occupied a dominant p lace . 

Never the less the except ional quality of bronzes 

such as the ones from the «deposi t» 1 2 of Senhora da 

Guia (SILVA, SILVA & L O P E S , 1984) — namely the 

three cult-carts, the fúrcula or mea t fork, the roast ing 

spits and the seven hemispher ica l cups, wi th their pos ­

sible cross-cultural connect ions ( A L M A G R O - G O R B E A , 

in press) — points to the existence of a stratified 

social structure wi th elites capable of absorbing such 

prest ige i tems (SILVA, 1990). 

We suggested before ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1995a) a 

model for the popula t ions of Beira Alta, during the 

9 Still in use during most of the second millennium BC (SENNA-MARTINEZ, 1994e). 
10 At least since the Calcolithic/Early Bronze Age transition (see SENNA-MARTINEZ, 1995c). 
-1 With the exception of bronze artefacts which, in the cases of known context, seem to come mainly from foundry areas or from hoards. 

2 A recent personal revision of the available data concerning the Sa da Guia metallurgy points toward an interpretation as a «foundering area» 
as a better explanation. 
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fourth to the second mi l lennium B C , in which the 
deve lopment of social complexi ty was a s low process , 
pr incipal ly because local resources only a l lowed a 
modes t degree of intensification and interregional 
interaction. 

We think that the t ransformation of this situation in 
the late second mi l lennium BC is the result of the 
catalysing effect of the es tabl ishment of the Atlant ic 
network. This acted over societies having already a 
we l l -deve loped subs is tence e c o n o m y th rough the 
enhancement of the impor tance of the local mineral 
resources (in tin, gold, copper and lead). The local 
incipient elites were then able to supervise the pro­
duction and circulat ion of meta ls and meta l artefacts 
as means to ensure their status and control through a 
system of «weal th f inance», as defined by El izabeth 
Brumfiel and Timothy Earle ( B R U M F I E L & E A R L E , 

1987, p . 6 ) . 

T h e adop t ion and d isp lay ing of the «fore ign 
symbols of power» introduced by the Atlant ic sphere 
would have been part icularly important for the esta­
b l i s h m e n t and enforc ing of these loca l e l i tes 
( B R U M F I E L & E A R L E , 1987, p . 3). 

Since flint sickle b lades and grounds tone tools 
cont inue to be widely used, and f ie ld data shows 
that, as far as we can tell, no agricultural revolut ion 
can be correlated with the appearance of b ronze 
implements , we think that most , i f not all, of the metal 
artefacts present can be seen in this way. M o r e than a 
direct influence in the p roduc t ion of subsis tence 
the meta l artefacts should be seen as «symbols of 
power» whose possess ion and display were crucial 
to the enforcement of the elites. 

The concern wi th terri tory control , especial ly the 
natural routes, wh ich we clearly detect in the location 
of the principal sites, is consistent with the necessi ty 
of the elites to control the g o o d s ' circulation. 

A very important symbol ic pract ice 1 3 for the 
publ ic display of the eli te 's power wou ld have been 
the ritual meal or symposium. Bes ides the carts, mea t 
forks and roast ing spits from the sites of Senhora 
da Guia de Baiões , More i r inha and Cachouça , the 
careful finishing and great variabil i ty — almost a 
personal izat ion — of the small burnished dr inking 
cups found in every k n o w n site bear wi tness to the 
early adopt ion of this pract ice. The bronze cups also 
found at Baiões consti tute a more refined vers ion of 
the earlier pot tery ones. 

The engraved decorat ion typical of the Baiões / 
Santa Luzia pot tery ( S I L V A , 1978; S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 

1989 and 1993d) as wel l as the «ornatos brunidos» we 
find in Beira Alta sites are applied mainly to carinated 

drinking cups and other vessels we suppose used for 
l iqu ids ' manipula t ion. The inter and intra-site varia­
bility of its mot ives seems to consti tute an early 
case of «emblemic differentiation)) ( R E N F R E W , 1 9 9 4 , 

p . 1 6 3 ) thus eventual ly adding another e lement to the 
symbol ic expression of status. 

All the pr incipal sites, through their control over 
space and circulat ion routes, wou ld have to cooperate 
in order to assure that social reproduct ion as wel l as 
the circulat ion of goods , people and t ransumante 
f locks f lowed u n i m p e d e d . T h u s , we th ink tha t 
their defences as wel l as the meta l mil i tary equipment 
found do not m e a n a pe rmanen t state of w a r but 
consti tute the means of an «armed peace» warrant ing 
the m a i n t e n a n c e o f the c i rcu la t ion m e c h a n i s m s 
fundamental for the existence of the elites and the 
economy. 

In this w a y we think that mat r imonia l al l iances can 
well have been one of the mechan i sms of interaction 
be tween communi t i es s t imulat ing the circulation of 
metal goods ( R U I Z - G Á L V E Z , 1 9 9 4 ) . 

Such a structure of social regulat ion would make 
these communi t ies very suscept ible to contacts with 
other commerc ia l ne tworks capable of introducing 
other commodi t ies that could be locally absorbed 
as prest ige i tems. This is wha t seems to happen wi th 
the p r o g r e s s i v e in te r fe rence o f the P h o e n i c i a n 
traders wi th the Atlant ic ne twork that began late in 
the IX century and also wi th previous Medi ter ranean 
e x c h a n g e s a t tes ted a c c o r d i n g to w h a t has b e e n 
called a pre-colonial phase ( A L M A G R O - G O R B E A , 1 9 9 1 ; 

A U B E R T , 1 9 9 2 ) . 

The early (c. 1 2 0 0 - 9 0 0 BC) coexis tence o f bronze 
artefacts of «Atlant ic or igin» with arco serpeggiante 

and codo fibulae ( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1 9 9 5 C ; C A R ­

R E I R A , in press . ; V I L A Ç A , 1 9 9 5 ) , together wi th the 
equal ly early presence of iron blades both in Beira 
Al ta and in Beira Baixa sites, bear wi tness to the 
f i rs t pre-colonial contacts wi th the «Medi te r ranean 
sphere of commerce» . 

In Atlant ic Es t remadura the arco serpeggiante 

fibula from Roça do Casal do Meio ( S P I N D L E R , et al, 

1 9 7 3 - 4 . ) together wi th the codo fibula from the Abr igo 
Grande das Bocas ( C A R R E I R A , 1 9 9 4 , p . 8 1 - 8 3 and 
Est. XXXII I ) and the iron b lade fragments from 
Quinta do Marce lo 1 4 establish the Tagus ria as the 
mos t l ikely entrance wel l before the establishing of 
the f i rs t Phoenic ian contacts . 

All this helps to explain the presence of early 
Atlant ic bronzes in Sardinia, Sicily and Italy, as wel l 
as the roast ing spit of Atlant ic type found in a tomb in 
Amaton te in Cyprus ( C O F F Y N , 1 9 8 5 ; C O F F Y N & S I O N , 

13 Of Mediterranean origin? Since we have the Beaker precedent (SHERRAT, 1987) it could be an older local practice reinforced by later con­
tacts. 

14 We thank Dr. Luís de Barros (Almada Municipal Museum) for this information. 
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1993) that we can see, together wi th the early fibulae 

and iron blades of the Iberian Peninsula, as indicators 

of an early interface of the Atlant ic and Medi ter ranean 

circulat ion ne tworks . 

The impor tance of the Phoenic ian presence in 

the rias of the Tagus and M o n d e g o rivers, from the 

VIII century BC onwards , that recent a rchaeolo­

gical work has revealed ( A M A R O , 1993; A R R U D A , 

1993; B A R R O S , C A R D O S O & S A B R O S A , 1993; C A R D O S O , 

1990; C A R D O S O & C A R R E I R A , 1993; C O R R E I A , 1993; 

P E R E I R A , 1986 and 1993) m a k e s the Atlant ic Es t rema-

dura an important turning plate for the t rade wi th the 

inland meta l p roduc ing areas (namely the Por tuguese 

Beiras) and also explains the orientalizing influence 

on the inland Late Bronze Age set t lements , the deve­

lopment of its pr incipal «ports of t rade», as wel l as 

the amaz ing concentrat ion of late Atlant ic bronzes 

found there ( K A L B , 1980a and 1980b). 

3 . T H E C O L L A P S E 

The cont inuous deve lopment of the ma in sites in 

Atlant ic Es t remadura dur ing the rest of the first 

mi l lennium BC up to the R o m a n conquest contrasts 

sharply wi th wha t happens in the Beiras where the 

middle VI century BC seems to assist to a general 

collapse of the Late Bronze A g e sett lements till the 

R o m a n conquest sees to the reoccupat ion of some 

of them. 

A social and economic structure based on a system 

of wea l th finance such as the one we propose for 

Central Por tugal Late Bronze A g e communi t ies would 

m a k e them very vulnerable to any change in the 

exchange ne tworks that they depended on in order 

to mainta in it. 

This is w h y we think the temporary col lapse of 

the Medi terranean-Atlant ic commerce in the middle 

sixth century BC is one of the reasons behind the 

collapse (at about that t ime) of the Late Bronze 

Age communi t ies of Beira Al ta and Beira Interior 

( S E N N A - M A R T I N E Z , 1995C; V I L A C A , 1994). 

Whi le the temporary col lapse of the mar i t ime trade 

rou tes that sus t a ined the soc ia l sy s t ems of the 

Por tuguese Beiras wil l affect t hem beyond repair, 

other regions of the Iberian Peninsula with more 

developed economic and social systems will soon 

recover and see the first real urban set t lements appear 

together wi th the first State formations. 

Such s e e m s to be the case of the At l an t i c 

Es t remadura where a more developed agriculture, p ro ­

bably including the first local product ions of olive 

oil and wine 1 5 , will sustain the economy of the local 

«ports of t rade» and assist their deve lopment during 

the Iron Age . 

T h e ana lys i s of the da ta ava i l ab le for the 

Por tuguese Beiras Bronze Age seems to support the 

idea of a temporary deve lopment of more permanent 

set t lement types during the Late Bronze A g e fol lowed 

by a return to the more mobi le w a y s of life charac­

terising the regional earlier per iods contrast ing wi th 

the continuity of deve lopment of urban structures in 

the Atlant ic Es t remadura . 

This mode l agrees wel l wi th the classic descript ion 

of the Lusi tânia by Pl iny the Elder ( G U E R R A , 1995) 

divided be tween a mounta inous interland without 

oppida (i.e. non urban) and a more complex and deve­

loped Atlant ic littoral wi th the towns of Talabrica, 

Aeminium, Coniumbrica, Collipo, Eburobritium, 

Olisipo and Scallabis. 

Also the descript ion by Strabo of the Lusi tanian 

h ighlanders ' ways of life ( G A R C Í A Y B E L L I D O , 1978: 

120), name ly ovicaprids husbandry, the use of acorns 

to m a k e bread, of butter instead of olive oil and of beer 

instead of wine , together with the late use of b ronze 

lance heads is consistent with the archaeological 

record for the Bronze Age . Also the loose type of 

poli t ies descr ibed agrees wel l wi th wha t we propose 

for the La te B r o n z e A g e c o m m u n i t i e s o f the 

Por tuguese Beiras and more so wi th wha t we would 

expect after the col lapse of the VI century BC. 

So we propose as a work ing hypothesis that wha t 

we see reflected in the archaeological record for the 

Por tuguese Beiras Bronze A g e is the material correlate 

for the e thnogenesis of the core area of wha t wil l be 

called, in classic t imes , the Lusitânia. 

Once interrupted the process of social stratification 

i t will take the R o m a n conquest to m a k e the interior 

regions of central Portugal witness the late and soon 

doomed ral lying of the Lusi tanian tribes. 
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